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Aboriginal peoples in Australia have the oldest living cultures in the world. From 1788 the British

colonization of Australia marginalized Aboriginal communities from land and water resources and

their traditional rights and interests. More recently, the national water reforms further

disenfranchised Aboriginal communities from their property rights in water, continuing to embed

severe disadvantage. Overturning aqua nullius aims to cultivate a new understanding of Aboriginal

water rights and interests in the context of Aboriginal water concepts and water policy development

in Australia.
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Virginia Marshall is a Wiradjuri Nyemba woman who commenced legal practice in 2003. In 2005 she

became an Executive Officer leading the Aboriginal Water Trust and was a member of the inaugural

Indigenous Water Summit established by the National Water Commission.
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